THE  END  OF  THE  COMMISSION: 
THE  BEGINNING  OF  OUR  HEALTH 
JOURNEY  TO  2005  A.D.  AND  BEYOND 

As  the  work  of  the  Commission  comes  to  a  close,  here 
are  some  thoughts  concerning  the  Final  Report  that 
will  launch  Albertans  upon  a  Health  Journey  into  the 
21st  century. 

The  Commission  has  been  gratified  both  in  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  the  submissions  received:  more  than 
8,500  issues,  concerns  and  suggestions.  Most  of  the 
submissions  relate  to  the  existing  system.  It  is  not 
practical  or  possible  to  deal  with  them  all  individually 
in  the  Final  Report;  however,  all  have  been  seriously 
considered  and  all  have  been  part  of  our  thinking. 
They  provide  many  clearly  identifiable  common  areas 
of  concern  that  the  Commission  will  address. 

Our  Final  Report  will  present  the  Commission's  vision 
of  future  health  and  will  paint  a  picture  of  a  healthy 
Alberta  in  the  21st  century.  Although  no  one  can 
predict  the  future,  we'll  be  optimistic,  informed  and 
practical  in  our  thinking. 

In  the  Final  Report,  our  recommendations  will  provide 
directions  for  change.  We  are  setting  forth  principles 
which,  when  followed  by  citizens,  governments,  provid- 
ers, trustees,  administrators  and  others,  will  provide 
guidelines  and  answers  to  health  questions  anticipated 
in  the  years  ahead. 

We'll  discuss  where  the  Alberta  Health  Care  system 
has  come  from,  where  we  are  now,  and  most  impor- 
tantly, where  we  should  be  going.  We  will  address 
'health'  in  the  broadest  sense. 

Our  mandate  is  not  to  provide  detailed,  instant 
solutions  for  every  problem  today.  Our  job  has  been 
to  look  at  health  at  the  turn  of  the  next  century.  The 
preferred  future  we'll  recommend  will  have  a  sense  of 
mission  and  a  framework.  Luckily,  Albertans  have  the 
insight,  the  resources,  the  willingness  to  change  and 
the  time  to  go  on  that  journey. 

From  the  outset,  the  Commission's  very  existence  has 
served  as  a  catalyst  in  the  community  generating 
substantial  dialogue  and  'future  thinking'.  We  believe 
our  Report  will  maintain  and  extend  this  dialogue  and 
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vision  of  health  as  we  start  our  Health  Journey  to  2005 
A.D.  and  beyond. 


Sincerely, 


NOV  -  6 1989 


Lou  Hyndman 
Chief  Commissioner 


Commission's  Health  Care  Data  Base 
Will  Be  Available 

In  our  earlier  newsletter,  we  described  our  computer 
system  which  contains  the  information  submitted  by 
individuals  and  groups.  This  data  base  now  contains 
more  than  8,500  issues,  concerns  and  suggestions  that 
were  received  by  letter,  by  brief,  by  phone,  by  fax,  and 
at  public  hearings  and  meetings.  The  classification 
system  is  user-friendly  employing  common  terms  for 
topics,  issues,  problems  and  suggestions.  It's  a  speedy, 
highly  flexible  system  that  may  be  helpful  to  you. 

We  have  planned  to  show  Health  Care  organizations 
how  this  system  works.  If  you  would  like  more  infor- 
mation on  the  data  base,  the  demonstration  or  future 
use,  please  direct  a  letter  to:  Dr.  Joel  Christie,  Ph.D., 

Research  Coordinator,  c/o  the  Commission 's  Office  in  Edmonton  or 
phone  1-800-282-3906  (toll  free). 


The  Commission's  Findings  Available  in 
Written  and  Video  Form 

Final  Report  -  Written 

We  aim  for  a  Report  that  is  highly  readable  and 
understandable  to  the  average  citizen.  It  will  be 
distributed  to  those  currently  on  our  Newsletter 
Mailing  List.  Those  groups  and  organizations  now 
receiving  multiple  copies  of  the  newsletter  will  receive 
at  least  one  copy  of  the  Final  Report. 

Final  Report  -  Video 

The  Commission  is  producing  a  half  hour  video  on 
VHS  tape  summarizing  the  two-year  project  and  the 
Commission's  recommendations  and  vision.  The 
Video  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  interested 


groups  and  organizations  to  make  the  Report  known 
to  the  largest  possible  number  of  members,  employ- 
ees, and  volunteers. 

There  is  no  copyright  on  the  Video  and  therefore  it 
can  be  freely  reproduced  by  anyone. 


Commission  Highlights  Since  Special 
Newsletter  Issued  in  February  1989 

INTERPROVINCIAL  CONFERENCE 


The  Video  will  be  distributed  to  the  Provincial 
government  and  to  each  of  the  68  province-wide 
groups  and  organizations  who  made  formal  submis- 
sions at  the  public  hearings. 

Copies  of  the  Video  will  be  available  to  borrow  via  the 
Provincial  Film  Library. 


In  April,  the  Commission  hosted  a  three-day  confer- 
ence "Helping  Each  Other:  The  Health  Planning 
Process,"  which  brought  together  for  the  first  time 
representatives  from  many  provincial  health  commis- 
sions and  committees  from  across  Canada  to  share 
views  and  experiences  in  numerous  aspects  of  health 


Members  of  the  media  are  encouraged  to  direct 
enquiries  about  Video  broadcast  and  clips  to:  Marilyn 
Carlyle,  Communications  Coordinator  for  the  Com- 
mission at  422-1106  in  Edmonton. 

Additional  Copies 

After  the  Commission  completes  its  work,  additional 
copies  of  the  Final  Report  and  the  Final  Report  Video 
can  be  purchased  through  Publication  Services, 
Division  of  the  Public  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  Provincial 
Government  through  the  Queens  Printer  Book  Stores 
in  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  The  addresses  and  the 
ordering  details  will  be  published  in  the  Final  Report. 


Materials  Guide 

In  the  Final  Report,  it  will  not  be  feasible  to  include 
the  thousands  of  working  papers,  literature  studies 
and  the  myriad  of  reference  and  submission  material 
which  we  have  collected.  However,  the  report  will 
contain  a  Materials  Guide  Outline  in  the  Appendices 
section.  The  Materials  Guide,  a  separate  publication, 
will  be  located  throughout  Alberta  in  public  and 
selected  special  libraries.  The  Materials  Guide  will 
provide  the  complete  bibliography  of  the  Commis- 
sion's material  and  where  that  material  is  located. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  CONFERENCE 

As  a  result  of  the  submissions  received  in  the  mental 
health  area,  the  Commission  co-sponsored  with  five 
other  groups,  a  one-day  Strategic  Forum  on  Mental 
Health,  on  May  29, 1989  in  Red  Deer  to  seek  ideas  on 
mental  health  care  in  Alberta.  The  conference 
provided  the  unique  opportunity  to  hear  perspectives 
from  policy-makers,  health  care  professionals, 
consumers  and  their  family  members  and  community 
support  groups.  Discussions  centered  around  chang- 
ing thinking  about  mental  health,  innovative  planning 
and  the  cooperative  efforts  needed  to  make  changes  in 
this  area. 

Co-sponsors  were  Alberta  Health;  Mental  Health 
Division,  Provincial  Mental  Health  Advisory  Council, 
Canadian  Mental  Health  Association;  Alberta 
Division,  Premier's  Council  on  the  Status  of  Persons 
with  Disabilities  and  the  Alberta  Friends  of  Schizo- 
phrenics. 


Commission  Researcher  Receives 
Prestigious  Award 

Heather  McLean,  a  member  of  the  Commission's 
research  team,  recently  shared  in  the  1989  Social 
Inventions  Award  presented  by  the  British  Institute  of 
Social  Inventions.  Heather,  Nancy  Marlett  and  others 
of  the  Calgary  Association  for  Independent  Living, 
won  the  award  in  the  Best  Welfare  Services  category 
for  their  work  in  'independent  service  brokerage',  a 
plan  designed  to  empower  those  with  disabilities. 
Each  year,  the  institute  holds  an  international  compe- 
tition for  innovative  'Best  Ideas'  and  projects  to 
improve  society. 


Mailing  List  -  Corrections  &  Additions 

If  we've  made  an  error  in  your  name  or  address,  first 
we  apologize  and  secondly  we'd  like  to  correct  it  on 
the  next  mail  out  -  PLEASE  LET  US  KNOW!  Mail 
list  inquiries:  Gary  Lachance  -  422-1106  (Edmonton). 


